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District GSR Meeting Minutes 
September 11, 2008  

http://www.aadistrict51.org/  
P.O. Box 2113     Joliet, IL 60434 

 815-207-1366 
 

Present: 
Jana B, Amanda B, Geno B, Rick B, Jim B, Carol B, Steve C, Doug D, Frank S. D, Jr., Jim D, John F, Debbie H, John H, 
John J, Joe G, Gini L, Bob L, Laura L, Dee N, Carl P, John R, Alan S, Paul S, LaVonne T, Jay Alan W, Greg Y. 
 

Meeting Opened 
With 

9th Tradition read by Amanda B. & 9th Concept read by Geno B. 
 

1. New ��������������������  / Visitors  
NEW ������������������������  Jim  (Manhattan Kitchen Table); Carol (Wednesday Night Big Book Study) 
Visitors: John, Therese, Rick, Laura.  

2. Anniversaries & Birthdays  
* ANNIVERSARIES: None. 
* BIRTHDAYS: None. 

3. Minutes Approval  
* August 2008 Minutes approved. 
 

4. Chair’s Report - (DCM Report)  
Jim D 
· Report submitted. 
* ���������������
http://www.aa-nia.org/  
1) The ���� ����� ��  2K8 Fall Assembly  is Saturday, September 13 , in Galesburg, IL , Hosted by 
District 91. In the back is the Preliminary Agenda, Flyer, & Map. We’re car-pooling & there’s still a few seats 
available. http://www.aa-nia.org/events.htm . 
2) Our Delegate suggested we ask the Service Structure Committee at this Assembly to go out to all the 
Districts in Area 20 to explain in fairly simple terms the Primary Purpose Finance 2009 Basic Register  and 
how it will affect us. 
3) I have some copies of the 2K8 Summer Committee Report.  
 
4) The 2008 Final Report for the 58th General Servi ce conference- 
���������	
����	���
	�
����	
�������������
�����
�� 	��������������
�� is out. 
We have a case of copies on the table. Please take & distribute. 
 

5) The ���������	

������ �������  15th Annual Big Book Conference “THERE IS A SOLUTIO N”  
will be Hosted by �
��

�����  on November 1st , 8:30AM to 4PM, Manteno Church of the Nazarene , 698 
N. Locust (Rt. 50), Manteno . Keynote Speaker: Dr. Burns B. (Louisville, KY); Big Book Speaker: Ron S. 
(Joliet, IL). Pre-Registration forms @ http://www.aadistrict51.org/Big%20Book%20Conf%20Nov .pdf  or 
http://www.aa-nia.org/pdf/events/IBB_Flyer_2008.pdf . Flyers & Registration forms on the table.  

 
IT’S NICE WE HAVE ONE OF THE AREA 20 EVENTS IN OUR NECK OF THE WOODS. 
PLEASE GIVE THEM OUR SUPPORT BY ATTENDING!  
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a) We’ve identified the location for the 2K8 Winter Assembly  & it will be @ the Weitendorf Agricultural 

Education Center, 17849 Laraway Road, Joliet, IL 60 433. 
b) As part of the discussions evolving from the (August 24th) Area 20 Wauconda Service Structure 

meeting, & the August 2K8 amended Area 20 Web Conference Motion—please take the Special 
Needs sign-up sheet to all your Meetings and also--  inquire & start getting a feel for what the 
need is (how many homebound folks we are aware of).  

c) The June 2K8  version of the �
��
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��  is on the back table. 
d) Please continue bringing the ���  Recruiting Flyer to your ���	
���

������� While our ���  numbers 

have climbed, they’ve remained fairly steady now, and we still need better representation. 
e) I attended “Rally ‘Round Recovery” September 6th, and collected various materials; and talked with 

people who could help us with a few of our Committee’s. 
f) The June 2008 updated version of the �
��

����	��
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��  is on the table. 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report  

John H  
* Report submitted. 
 

Ending Working Balance of $                              1,067.06 
DEPOSITS  

Donations from: 
Women’s 12&12 Group (Mon 7PM Our Savior Lutheran, Joliet) 
Dwight 12&12 (Dwight) 
Wednesday Night Gardner Grapevine Group (Gardner) 
Highpoint Friday Night Discussion Group (Romeoville) 
H.O.W Group (Minooka) 
Survivors Step Group (Plainfield) 
1360341 
640883-029 
GSR Meeting 

$                                 687.00 

  
Total Payouts $                                 579 .73 

SEE REPORT  
NIA $68.70 
Prudent Reserve $68.70 

Working Balance 
$1,067.06 

Total Prudent Reserve 
$1,944.19 

Total Bank Account Balance 
$3,011.25 
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6. Secretary’s Report  
Jay W 
* Report submitted. 
1) Vonnie & I attended the August 24th Wauconda Area 20 Service Structure Meeting. 

Among other things they addressed the Web Conferencing Motion. We submitted an 
amended motion [dated August 2008] that additionally included a 2-year plus, phased research plan 
of the issue. The Area 20 Webmaster & Service Structure Committee had also done 

They expressed genuine interest in addressing the issue & our concerns- and that the 
Internet would probably occupy a larger place in AA in the years to come. 

A discussion followed, and it was interesting to see how the issue was whittled down to its’ 
essence: who was the motion trying to help- and how? 

What was agreed upon that at its’ core: we were trying to assist homebound AA’s participate 
in the business affairs of AA, who otherwise could not, by utilizing the Internet streaming technology. 
Also was that this would most likely be a Special Needs concern. 

Consensus at the end of discussion was that at this point time in time it was cost prohibitive 
for Area 20; as well as more research needed to be done as to the actual need in Area 20. 

Therefore, the Service Structure Committee will consider making a recommendation to the 
Area 20 Chair that he appoint an Ad Hoc Committee, in part using the some of the phased features of 
the August amended motion, to thoroughly research each of Area 20’s 25 Districts to determine as 



best as possible- actually how many ‘homebound’ AA’s each District may have; and all the options 
[inclusive of streaming Internet, but not limited to] how we may be better able to serve them. 
 
2) The Joliet Alano Club will be undergoing major remodeling this month- so please be aware that all 
meetings have been moved to the front of the club. 

 
7. Special Needs  

TAB = (http://www.aadistrict51.org/Special_needs.htm ) 
Joe R 
· Absent. Notified. Report submitted. 
· We had 1 Special Needs Request  this month to provide a ride to 2 wheelchair-bound individuals in a 

retirement home to a meeting. After an investigation of available services- Pace, Senior Services, etc. we 
had to advise the members tht theyhave to start their own meeting, or to check with the retirement facility’s 
transportation service. 

· Made contact with 1 member is is interested in providing certain Special Needs services in the New Lenox  
area (Thanks Steve C.) 

 

The Special Needs Committee is passing out (and also in the back) a ���������	

�  to take back to your 
���	
���

�����  for ���	��

��  to sign up to give rides to Meetings and/or taking meetings to the 
Homebound. And/Or contact Joe @ http://www.aadistrict51.org/Special_needs.htm . 
 

8. ������ - Newsletter  
Hamond D  
Carl P (Alternate)  
· �����  are asked to encourage Individuals in their ���	
���

�����  to subscribe to the Unity 

Newsletter. It comes out 4 times a year & is only $5.�
· The new issue is out. �����  are asked to take one back to their ���	
���

������  
 

9. Website (http://www.aadistrict51.org/ ) 
Greg Y, Webmaster �
· Report submitted. 
· Website is up to date with all Events, Meeting Changes, & Minutes submitted. 
· Received 3 email requests this month 

1) A request for information about the Age Limit in/for AA meetings. 
2) A request to please change an Address for the �����  Newsletter.  
3) An information request about the ����
��  article about our ���  Recruiting efforts.  

· Email addresses were added to our �
��

��� �	� ����
��  for the Answering Service & 
Public Information.  (There is a problem with PI email- will discuss with Doug & Gini.) 

· The 12 Step Volunteer Form  is posted in the Services Section Tab. 
· An Answering Service link will be posted in the Services Section Tab. 
 

10. Public Information  
Doug D  
· Report submitted. 
· Thank you to Jana B., John H., & Gini L. for helping out with the booth @ ‘Rally ‘Round 

Recovery’ , Saturday, September 6th, Bicentennial Park, Joliet. Literature was provided for 
Distribution. 

· Per our NCAAW MOTION last month- Representatives @ each of the 3 Colleges/Universities 
in  �
��

��� �	  were contacted about the October 21-27 National Collegiate Alcohol 
Awareness Week. No response yet, but will follow up. 

· Received mailing lists from the printer for distribution. 
 

11. Cooperation with the Professional Community (CP C) 
Pat F 
· Absent. Notified. Gone Fishin’. 
 

12. Literature / Grapevine  (http://www.aagrapevine.org/ ) 
Gini L 
· The latest Grapevine is out & has the 2007 AA Membership Survey in it. 
· Some interesting statistics in it- there are some copies on the table. 
 



13. Corrections  
TAB = (http://www.aadistrict51.org/corrections.htm ) 
Geno B 
· Delivered books to Hank for �������� . 
· Hank requested 24 Hour books for �������� , but we can’t purchase non-conference approved Literature. 
· I spent 8 hours Saturday @ 	
�����  doing meetings in Maximum Security in the morning & meetings in 

Minimum Security in the afternoon [Thanks to Hugh M.].  
· Unfortunately, the way it’s set up- 	
�����  can only get meetings several times a month- that’s not enough! 
· Chaplain Peterson assured me I would be cleared for �����
����  within 30 days. He said once you get that 

state ID clearance, you can go into any state facility. 
· Talked with Glenda Milano (Center for Correctional Concerns), & will be giving her 2 cases of �����  for 

������
����������  
· Met with Rich H [Area 20 Corrections Chair]  & he brought down a case of books for distribution.. 
· Uncertain what’s up with ������  [Women’ s] as they are changing things around- and Amanda [D51 Alt 

Corrections Chair]  has to go through the clearance process again. 
· It has been our Experience & Observations that ���������� that are mailed to inmates generally do not 

reach them, for a variety of reasons- including the fickleness of correctional officers, etc. 
· We have an order in for 2 case of ��������� , & 2 cases of � !� "� . 
 

	�����	�����	�����	������� ������� ���
Starting Balance of $                               $482.00 
Expenses $                                   
Donations $                                  
Ending Balance of $                                 

 

The 	 � � � � � � �	 � � � � � � �	 � � � � � � �	 � � � � � � �  is a can that is passed around many ���	
���

����� , separate from the 7th Tradition 
collection- that is used to purchase ��������� , � !� "� , & ##�$�
��	
���%
	�����
�  for those AA’s 

and those who desire to stop drinking- that are incarcerated in Correctional Facilities. 
 

14. Area Meeting List/GSR Updates  
(http://www.aadistrict51.org/meeting_list.html ) 
[LATEST VERSION OF THE AREA MEETING LIST IS ALWAYS POSTED FOR DOWNLOAD & PRINTING]  
Frank S. D, Jr.  
· New meeting In Mazon – Thursday’s, 7PM, @ the United Methodist Church, 509  6th Street, Mazon . 
· The Monee “Moaners” meeting, while geographically in District 51- is registered with Area 19- however, as 

far as we know- would still like to be listed in our Directory. 
 

15. Answering Service  
Steve C 
a) Still frustration that there is a lack of resources to refer drunks to “dry out”. 
b) Per last month’s consensus, the Sec/DCMA is pulling together a basic, simple “referral plan”. 
c) Jana B �nominated, seconded, & approved  as Answering Service Alternate Chairperson.”  
 

16. Archives  
TAB = (http://www.aadistrict51.org/Archivist.htm ) 
Kate H  
* Absent. Notified. 
Jana B (Alternate)  
a) Archives work will resume next month. 
 

17. Treatment Facilities  
Joe C. 
· Absent. No report. 
· District 51 has a Guideline that says, in short, that any Committee Chairperson that doesn’t show 

up 3 months in a row- and doesn’t notify us- should be replaced in order to more effectively carry 
out that Committee’s Service work. Since the current Chair of the Treatment Facilities Committee 
hasn’t shown up in 3 months, and hasn’t notified anyone- he will be replaced. No one opposes 
this action. 

· The nomination & election of a new Chair for the Treatment Facilities will be table until next 
month. 

 



John J (Alternate)  
· Stated that over the last month, a list of what meetings are at Stepping Stones, and what we’re 

responsible for, is being put together. 
· Debbie H. offered to help. 
 

18. Old Business  
· None. 
 

19. New Business  

· None. 
 

If you have ������������ , please let the Secretary know a reasonable amount of time before the next ������������  District meeting, 
so that it may be placed on the Agenda, any information distributed, and all ��������������������  notified in order to be prepared if they so 
choose. New Business presented without prior notice will be tabled for an Informed Group Conscience Decision  until the 
next GSR meeting unless needs dictate otherwise. 
 

20. Announcements  
* The Fellowship Club of Will County7 is having the ir annual picnic this Sunday at Hammel 
Woods.  
* The Alano Club of Joliet is having their 48th Annual Fall Banquet – American Legion Harwood  
Post, 705 S. Larkin, Rockdale, IL. Coffee @ 5PM, Di nner @ 6PM, 7PM Speakers. 
http://www.aadistrict51.org/EVENTS.htm  

 
21. Next GSR Meeting  

Thursday, October 9, 2008, 8 PM @ First Presbyteria n Church, 805 Western (at Raynor), Joliet.  
 

Committee “Tabs” [a Webpage for each of our Distric t 51 Service Committees]  are available 
for you to utilize. 

This is another potential tool to describe your particular Service Work; illustrate y our current 
activities and goals; put up specific requests for help, or requests for volunteers, etc . 

Currently Special Needs, Archives, & Corrections are using this feature. 
Committee Chairpersons, please see me to set up your Committee Tab WebPage!!! 
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COMMITMENT     RESPONSIBILITY     ACCOUNTABILITY 
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����	� ���
[in ������� ] 

Serves: 
Braceville, Braidwood, Carbon Hill, Channahon, Coal  City, Crest Hill, Crete, Cullom, Custer Park, Diam ond, Dwight, 
Elwood, Frankfort, Gardner, Godley, Homer Glen, Jol iet, Lemont, Lockport, Manhattan, Minooka, Mokena, Monee, 

Morris, New Lenox, Peotone, Plainfield, Pontiac, Pr eston Heights, Shorewood, & surrounding communities . 
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